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VALE VERDE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL                               

VVIS NEWS    June 2008 - No. 4 

 
Dear Parents 
 
As another school year rapidly draws to a 
close, we recall a number of events that 
have occurred during the past term, which 
we hope you will be able to store as a 
souvenir of the summer term 2008. 
 
 

RECEPTION FOR SHIRLEY EMILIO 
AND AMANDA MORTIMER 9/5/08 
 

A group of our students welcomed the 
2girls2 run team as they reached Burgau. 
Some of them subsequently joined Shirley 
and Amanda on the last lap of their run to 
Cabo São Vicente on May 11th. Shirley and 
Amanda visited the school the following 
week  when they gave a talk to the students 
about running for charity and joined us 
again for the delicious lunch prepared by 
Year 8 on Friday 20th June. 
 

 
2girls2run  
 
 

VISIT BY VILAMOURA 
 

After impressive performances against the 
German school, Vale Verde hosted 
Vilamoura, in a set of games played on 
28th May. In a morning of mixed fortunes, 
our Junior Boys’ won convincingly whilst 
our Girls’ team had a harder time of it, not 
withstanding the excellent goal score by 
Maria Gardner. Our Senior Boys started on 
the offensive, scoring early on but the 
changing conditions after a shower of rain  

favoured Vilamoura who began to  put the 
slippery ball past our normally ‘safe pair of 
hands’ Andrew Kennedy. The event 
proved most enjoyable and we are due to 
pay a return visit in September. 
 

 
Football v Vilamoura 
 
 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ DINNER 
 

The last IGCSE examination for our 
students was held on June 11th. In order to 
celebrate the end of an important era of 
their lives, the students invited their 
teachers to a dinner at the Alloro restaurant 
in Praia da Luz. All present enjoyed an 
excellent meal and company, very different 
from sitting on opposite sides of the desk! 
 

 
Year 11 graduates 
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CAREERS ADVICE 
 

Our Senior students attended two mornings 
of careers talks, one held at Vilamoura, 
organised by Gwenda Daoud, a careers 
consultant, with speakers ranging from 
local business entrepreneurs to Capt. John 
Meredith an ex-skipper of an oil tanker 
working for Shell. The second meeting 
took place at VVIS on 27th May when 
Almancil Rotary Club International 
arranged for  a lawyer, Sr. Francisco 
Weinholtz and a vet, Sr.Juan Diaz, to give 
a talk and answer questions to an audience 
of Year 9 +10 students. Both occasions 
stimulated much thought and discussion. 
 

 
Careers Symposium at Vilamoura School 

 
TRIPS 
 

On 15th May, most of the school set off for 
Loulé, exploring the covered market, the 
castle and the old town before heading into 
the hills to follow a quiz trail to a 
promontory of rocks which seem to have 
been carved in the form of animals. Sadly, 
the pathway through the rocks is very 
overgrown at present due to lack of 
funding. The students enjoyed a picnic and 
a rehearsal of the Production before 
returning to Burgau. 
 
Year 10 were involved in a 
Biology/Geography field trip to Aljezur 
where they studied the coastline before 
having lunch and conducting exercises at 
Mr Waddams’ smallholding in the hills. 
Meanwhile Years KS2 – 9  visited Sand 
City, Albufeira, at present featuring aspects 
of Hollywood. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Shopping in Loulé market 
 
 

OPEN MORNING 
 

A number of prospective parents attended 
a tour around the school followed by a 
question and answer session with Mrs 
Louise de Beer whilst their children 
attended classes. Members of the Students’ 
Council offered the parents refreshments 
and guided them around the school. 
 
JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING 
TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT 19 th + 
20th JUNE 
 
Performances took place in the new 
theatre. We very much hope that you were 
able to attend. In addition to parents from 
the school, some visitors had travelled a 
long distance and were very appreciative 
of the hard work and quality of 
entertainment they witnessed on the two 
evenings. 
 

 
Joseph’s birthday 
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ART EXHIBITION   
 

Mrs Annie Daenens our Art specialist, 
found time in between making all the 
costumes for the Production, to launch a 
magnificent display of Art work of our 
students and members of her Art club. The 
foyer is to become a permanent exhibition 
centre and visitors are welcome at any time 
to view the displays.  
 
 
SPORTS DAY 25th JUNE 
 
Andy Robinson once again organised a 
most enjoyable occasion upon which the 
emphasis this time was on team sports. The 
Blue Team won the cup this year, but faced 
a heavy challenge from the Green Team 
who came in just one point behind. 
 

 
Keen competition on Sports Day 

 
 
PRIZE GIVING 26 th JUNE 
 
Evidence of the growth of the school was 
clear from the number of awards that were 
received by our students. One award 
arrived just before the occasion by DHL. 
This was a certificate awarded to Lily  
 
 
 
 
Shelton by the Council of International 
Schools for her qualities of hard work and 
good citizenship. Well done Lily! 
 

 
Prize giving award 

 
 
BARBECUE 26th JUNE 
 
The PA and helpers provided a barbecue 
for the students and their teachers. A most 
enjoyable time was had by all. After the 
food, most people spent their time either 
swimming, playing basketball or simply 
relaxing. Thank you. 
 
Just a reminder that the school offices will 
be open on Monday and Tuesday, 1 and 2 
September for the purchase of uniforms 
and payments. School starts officially on 
Wednesday, 3 September.   
 
On behalf of the staff of  Vale Verde, may 
I wish you all a most pleasant Summer 
holiday. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
 
 
Roger Foreman 
Headmaster 
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Joseph… 
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